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Introduction: What kind of projects did
students do? What tools did they

The habits MLIS candidates learn while they are still in the classroom will carry over into their use?
professional interactions. As students work towards their degree they will participate in multiple

group assignments, work with others on poster submissions, literature reviews and other projects

that will shape their expectations and skill sets for collaborative work as information

professionals. The collaboration process takes on an added level of complexity when students } .

. . . : . . . One of my projects included 2 other students
are working on their projects from different gquraphlc Iocqtlons. As §tudents In the Rutgers and we collaborated using Google Docs. We
distance program, we have a unigue opportunity when we interact with our peers, many of whom initially broke the task up between ourselves and
we have never met in person. Students are an ideal source for these sorts of questions because then put the report back together and edited it

: . . together. Another project included 2 other
the dea_ldllr)es mposed on them by the ser_nester system force them to plf_;m, rew_sg and execute students and we used a Wiki to work together.
strategies in a timely manner. Short deadlines force students to make quick decisions on how We also used Google chat several times to O
and when to try new technology, when to stay the course with a new piece of software or when to discuss the project.

move on with a different course of action. “| had various group a=signments, however the one
that left the lar impression on me was one

_ where w d a digital library with THREE
We conducted a survey of library students and recent graduates who have taken at least one people. It redibly intense, but we all realized

online class that required a group project. We asked the students about how they collaborated e assignment and really pulled

with their peers for group assignments, what software they used to interact and how they nmf:::;:ﬁﬂ:,i"ﬂf; :i;;ri::::ﬂs

delivered the finished product. We hope results of this survey provides insight into how new with supporting metadata. We had nearly
generations of librarians are approaching collaborative endeavors and how they use technology onths to complete it.”
to accomplish both new and traditional ends In innovative ways.

"In one case there were three of 4s--in another
there were 4. In one created a Wiki: in

another we created . One was on the
topic of knowlrdg ement: the other

was on the to rnet privacy issues. We
Methodology had sever o complete the project. We

distributed a 9 question survey through primarily through email and social media. We had 44 also were ¢ with moderating an online

ndents over the course of two months. dis ‘Ea for one week on that topic.

What software did students use to
Make-up of survey respondents collaborate/communicate with their group?

® Enrolled in online courses
only

® Enrolled in traditional courses

only Would the students use the tools
Enrolled in tradiditi I =
" Gourss and ook an online A again?

class
® Recent MLIS Graduate

"Yes. Having programs such as Google Sites/

Docs, where we all can log in and work at the
same time, is very helpful.”

"Yes, all of the tools that we used (email, Skype, Google
docs) were very useful. Text messaging was especially

effective when we needed to contact each other in real-
time. The engineers were particularly beholden to

Google Hangouts (via Google+), but my fellow MLIS
What was the final product of your collaboration? _ _ _ _ student and | did not like using it. We briefly tried using
How did you discover the tools used in the project? WebEx (which would have allowed us to view

screencasts of the app), but the signup process turned
out to be too complicated and it was only free for two

weeks anyway.”

"] found pbworks to be easy but aesthetically ugly, |
think for a presentation of this kind in the future |
would look for software that allows the creation of a
better looking presentation. Diigo was a great way
to share links and comment on them."”
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